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Authentic Assessment Research:  The American Dream/ Colleges and Career

 Part One.  What is the American Dream?

Define the concept of the American Dream.  Include your personal definition but be sure to provide a working supportable definition of the American Dream.   What are your dreams? Include two or more sources including at least one anchor text or video.  As a transition to part two, how does college fit in to your future dreams/plans? Approximately 2-3 pages.
Part Two.  How will you make your dreams and plans a reality?  
Include three education/training programs or schools (colleges, trade schools or technology programs) and one career or job.  Each school should include details such as tuition, room and board and other fees; enrollment; majors offered; job placement; financial aid opportunities; athletics and activities and other specific requirements important to your goals. 
For the career or job, include details such as projected income, benefits, skills,  working conditions, job availability, and opportunity for advancement.  Approximately 4-6 pages.
Requirements:
· 6-10 pages (typed and double spaced, not including works cited page) 

·  Use proper MLA format   -See the citation style chart at the following address: https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/949/01/.  You may also use an online citation system.  
· A minimum of seven sources, at least two from anchor texts and videos, which includes sources on the class page as well as novels, plays and other works read in class.
· Quality and variety of sources is the key to success.  Paragraphs should not rely exclusively on one source.  Vary your sources.
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RESEARCH PAPER EVALUATION RUBRIC
	
	OUTSTANDING (A)
	GOOD (B)
	ADEQUATE (C)
	NEEDS WORK/MISSING (D-F)

	RESEARCH AND PREPARATION
	· Highly effective use of at least seven sources (must use at least two from anchor texts and videos.)

· 6-10  typed, double-spaced pages
	· Effective use of  at least seven sources (from peer-reviewed and anchor texts)
· 4-5 typed, double-spaced pages


	· Effective use of  at least six sources (from readings and research) or ineffective use of multiple  sources

· 3-4 typed, double-spaced pages
	· Ineffective use of sources or fewer than six sources
· 2-3 typed, double-spaced pages

	CONTENT  AND ORGANIZATION
	· Clear understanding of purpose

· Clearly stated, sophisticated thesis

· Concrete, substantial and relevant evidence

· Logical organization, including all three sections (American Dream, Colleges and Career)

	· Understanding of purpose

· Clearly stated, thesis

· Substantial and relevant evidence

· Clear  organization, including all sections (American Dream, Colleges and Career)

	· Some  understanding of purpose

· Thesis

· Evidence 

· Organization incomplete 

	· Lack of purpose

· Lack  of thesis

· Lack of evidence and/ or organization



	MLA FORMAT
	· Flawless MLA format for heading, title, page numbers, citations and works cited page

· Proper citations for all words and ideas


	· MLA format for heading, title, page numbers, citations and works cited page

· Proper citations for all words and ideas


	· Minimal errors in  MLA format for heading, title, page numbers, citations and works cited page

· Improper citations for some words and ideas


	· Numerous errors in MLA format for heading, title, page numbers, citations and works cited page

· Numerous errors in citations 

	STANDARD ENGLISH RULES
	· Clear command of language

· Few errors in grammar, usage and mechanics

· Avoidance of 2nd and 3rd person pronouns

· Precise diction

· Sophisticated syntax
	· Clear command of language

· Few errors in grammar, usage and mechanics

· Avoidance of 2nd and 3rd person pronouns

· Reasonable  diction and syntax
	· Some command of language

· Some errors in grammar, usage and mechanics

· Imprecise diction and/or syntax
· Minimal use of vague pronouns (2nd and 3rd person)

	· Minimal command of language

· Numerous errors in grammar, usage and mechanics
· Imprecise
diction and/or syntax

· Significant use of vague pronouns (2nd and 3rd person)


